
September 28, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on September 

28, 2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles and Tammy 

Pearson.  Council Member Chad Martin was not in attendance. Staff present included City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Community 

Development Director Mark McCaskill, Finance Director Linda Conover, Building Inspector Kris 

Bridges, Inspector Mark Price, and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles with 

the following 4-0 recorded vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member 

Pearson, aye; and Council Member, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the 

following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1 

and (B) Consultant with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultant 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision 

of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed 

Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters 

exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only 

those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bowles; 

seconded by Council Member Turner, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to 

Open Session: Council Member Turner, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; and 

Council Member Pearson, aye.  

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Al Holland to the Architectural Review Board 

for a 3-year unexpired term ending March 31, 2024.  Council Member Pearson seconded the 

motion with all four present Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Turner made a motion to appoint Jonathan Martin to the Planning 

Commission for a 4-year unexpired term ending June 30, 2022.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded 

the motion with all four present Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Pearson made a motion to appoint Paul Mesi to the Tree Board for a 3-year 

unexpired term ending march 31, 2024.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all four 

present Council Members voting in favor. 

No other action was taken out of Closed Session.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Lawson, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mayor Lawson explained that the meeting would follow 

COVID guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing 

recommendations.   



September 28, 2021 Council Meeting 
Approve minutes from the September 14, 2021 Council Meeting – Council Member Pearson 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion 

with all present Council Members voting in favor.   

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period July 1, 2021 – 

September 30, 2021 – City Manager Towarnicki recognized City employees for their years of 

service and thanked them for their commitment.   

 

Consider adoption of a resolution celebrating Dry Bridge School – City Attorney Monday 

read the resolution.  Monday thanked Imogene Hodge Draper for her research on the Dry 

Bridge School.  Mayor Lawson said that Draper had put her heart into this research.  Monday 

shared details on the unveiling of a Virginia historic marker to take place on Saturday for the 

Dry Bridge School.  Rev. Whitfield arrived at 7:30pm to accept the resolution on behalf of Ms. 

Draper.   
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Consider approval of certain policies and certifications related to the Pine Hall Road 

Community Development Block Grant project – Community Development Director Mark 

McCaskill detailed the next two items needed for the Pine Hall Road Block Grant project.  Vice 

Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve Appendices 7 and 8 as presented.  Council Member 

Pearson seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor.  
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Hear an update from Building Inspections regarding demolition of structures within the 

City – Building Inspector Kris Bridges and Inspector Mark Price presented the updated 

demolition list. Price answered Council questions about specific properties.  Bridges explained 

how properties are assigned to the demolition list and the Top Candidate list.  
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Consider approval of Consent Agenda – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented; Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – none 
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Comments by City Council – Council Member Pearson thanked Rev Douglas Bynum and 

local clergy for Martinsville and Henry County for submitting an article related to reversion in 

the Martinsville Bulletin on September 26, Pearson said that she agrees with them referencing 

the City’s black population opinion.  Pearson referenced an email from Martinsville Clerk of 

Court Ashby Pritchett who submitted a request as a City constituent and Martinsville resident 

to withdraw the proposed reversion agreement from consideration by the Commission on Local 

Government and if Council does not do this, to later refrain from voting to send the agreement 

to the Special Court.  Pearson made a motion to add Pritchett to the open meeting agenda.  The 

motion dies for lack of a second.  Pearson pointed out that her request was not supported by 

other Council Members.  She is not against a consolidation of duplicative services in a well 

thought out manner and feels that public input would be beneficial for both localities.  She is 

disappointed that her fellow Council Members are not being as transparent as possible and not 

giving reversion the due process it deserves by not allowing public input. She feels that the 

reversion process should be slowed and that Council should be forthcoming and honest with 

the residents that Council serves.  Council Member Turner referenced Clerk Pritchett’s email 

which had been given to the Commission.  Turner asked Council what the plan will be for 

Halloween this year since it falls on Sunday.  Mayor Lawson feels that it is a great opportunity 

for faith-based organizations to celebrate Halloween on Sunday and expressed concern about 

moving Halloween to Saturday because of race weekend.  The Chamber will not be holding 

Uptown Trick-or-Treating this year. City Attorney Monday reminded residents that Virginia law 

states that no one over the age of 14 years old is allowed to trick-or-treat and no trick-or-treating 

will be allowed after 9:00pm. Vice Mayor Bowles followed up on Pearson’s comments.  Pritchett’s 

information has been shared publicly for residents to review.  Bowles thanked everyone for the 

birthday wishes and for their prayers following her recent auto accident.  Mayor Lawson 

explained that Clerk Pritchett’s concerns were review by our reversion attorneys and a brief has 

been written and presented to the Commission on Local Government to address Mr. Pritchett’s 

concerns. .  Lawson is concerned that there are residents that feel the schools were left out of 

the reversion decision; she advised residents that the School Superintendent, the Chairman of 

the School Board and School Chief Financial Officer were all part of a reversion meetings along 

with members of the Henry County Public Schools and the City and County reversion teams.  

They spent 4 hours discussing what to expect going forward. Unfortunately, expectations of 

cooperation have not been as anticipated.  Lawson said there is incorrect information being 

broadcast by local media regarding reversion.  Hazardous Waste Day will be on October 9 from 

9am-12noon in Bassett.  Lawson expressed appreciation to the congregation at Mount Zion AME 

Church, she had the opportunity to worship with them and was honored to present a 

proclamation recognizing their 150th and 151st Anniversary.  Mount Zion is the oldest African-

American church in the Martinsville/Henry County area and possibly in the state of Virginia. 

Lawson pointed out that in some localities, people from the faith-based community are invited 
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to Council Meetings to present the invocation.  Lawson would like to see this happen at the first 

Martinsville Council meeting each month.  Vice Mayor Bowles said she supported Lawson’s 

suggestion and would love to see that happen. Council Member Pearson also expressed her 

approval.  Lawson explained that she had tried very hard to be transparent in regards to 

reversion without violating the non-disclosure agreement that she and the Vice Mayor were 

required to sign.  There are public documents available to the public that would answer most 

questions.  The reversion decision was not a rushed decision and has been ongoing for over two 

years.   

Comments by the Assistant City Manager/City Attorney – City Manager Towarnicki 

recognized local City employees who recently passed away including Bobby Gregory from the 

Public Works Department, Robert Harris from the Electric Department, and Herb Hughes from 

the Recreation Department.  Towarnicki shared that the Veteran of the Year award had been 

advertised and the City is currently taking applications through October 15.  Towarnicki 

reminded citizens that there are a number of vacancies on City boards and commissions and 

encouraged residents to apply online.  City Attorney Monday stated that early voting is underway 

and encouraged residents to visit the City Registrar’s office during normal business hours.  

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Kathy Lawson, Mayor 

 

   


